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1. Where are you from? Who introduced you to HBCUs?*

I was born and raised in Orlando. I was never truly introduced to HBCU's. I saw them on movies
and in media, but no one in my immediate family attended one. I went on a HBCU college tour as a
junior in high school and I still did not quite understand the significance and history behind
HBCU's. It wasn't until I attended an HBCU that I was truly introduced to its importance.
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2. Why did you choose an HBCU over a pwi?*

I do not have a typical story behind why I chose an HBCU. I am not a third generation Rattler and
I did not always dream of coming to an HBCU. I attended a predominately white high school and
wanted to attend a PWI like everyone else around me. However, under my mom's guidance I
always planned on attending whatever school offered me the most money. I had good grades and
awesome test score, so drowning in debt post-college graduation was avoidable. FAMU offered me
a four-year scholarship that covered my tuition and I also received a four-year housing
scholarship. FAMU chose me! I attended orientation and fell in love with the citrus orange and
agricultural green. The rest is history!

3. What is the story of your "experience" at Your HBCU given its heralded status as a
stellar and prestigious institution?*

My experience at FAMU has been one of both victory and defeat, but it has molded me into the
resilient woman I am today. As a freshman, FAMU ignited a flame in me to become a student
leader and I have done that and more. Freshman year, I was inducted into the Honor Student
Association. Sophomore year, I served as Press & Publicity Chair of Big Sister Little Sister
Mentoring Organization and SGA Senate Secretary. As a junior, I served as Vice President of
FAMU's chapter of National Association of Black Journalist and the Sports Anchor for News 20 at
5, FAMU's live newscast. As a senior, the flame is still ignited and I am now the President of
FAMU'’s chapter of NABJ. However, FAMU didn’t hand me anything -I had to work for it. I applied
to be an Orientation Leader and I was not selected. I interviewed to to be a Student Senator and 1
did not get the position. I ran for Miss Senior Attendant and I lost. When faced with defeat you
have two options -use it as motivation or quit. FAMU taught me to never quit! My experiences in
student leadership at my HBCU built me up for the real-world. It built me up for internship
denials, job denials, conflict and the hard word that accompanies success. At any school you have



the choice to simply attend class and go home, but FAMU motivates you to do much more. I've
learned more about life in my three years at an HBCU than my 12 years of public education.

4, "First time" experiences at your HBCU?*

FAMU was the first time I saw so many beautiful African American women embrace their natural
hair. Coming from a predominately white high school and community that glorified long, straight
hair, that was my standard of beauty. When the natural hair trend began I joked about women’s
afros and vowed to never give up on relaxers. My smooth edges and long hair were a prized
possession. However, after being on campus for a few months and admiring all of the coils and
curls around me, I found myself joining the train. I began my freshman year at FAMU in August
2014 and I got my last relaxer in September 2014. By Summer 2015 I had already big-chopped
and began trying new protective styles. FAMU taught me to accept and appreciate who I was and
that included my hair.

5. Who are the professors that have impacted your life in and out of the classroom? How
did they do that?*

Some professors’ lessons go beyond the classroom and those are the professors that you never
forget. Professor Kenneth Jones is a FAMU legend! Jones works in FAMU'’s School of Journalism
and Graphic Communications and has been touching lives for over 20 years. He manages to form a
relationship with every single student that comes through his office doors. As a freshman, he sat
me down and wrote out an entire plan for how I'd maximize my FAMU experience and graduate
with a job. Semester by semester he mapped out what classes I needed, what student media I
needed to participate in and what summers I needed to have internships. Jones is definitely the
reason I have accomplished so much in my three years at FAMU. I run into students that
graduated decades ago and the first person they mention is Professor Jones. When new students
ask who they need to know in J-School, the first person people mention is Prof. Jones. He
motivates, guides, teaches, inspires and even prays for his students. Another professor that has
impacted me beyond the classroom is Prof. Maurice Johnson! Prof. Johnson is a more recent grad
of FAMU SJGC and uses his experience to aid his students. He teaches in a way that is inclusive of
everyone in the classroom and makes sure that we truly understand. Johnson puts his students
first and is the epitome of FAMU’s motto: excellence with caring. As the advisor for NAB]J, he
chaperoned a trip for the organization. While on the trip, he paid for lunch for all of the students
and recalled the days when he struggled financially as a college student. Professors like Johnson
and Jones are the reason SJGC is successful and produces such notable alumni.
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