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1. Where are you from? Who introduced you to HBCUs?*
Dayton, Ohio. My father used to make my siblings and I watch the Lou Rawls parade of stars every
year. I am the oldest, but we all have experienced black colleges.

2. Why did you choose an HBCU over a pwi?*
My father wouldn’t have it any other way for my first experience away from home. I applied to
PWIs but the money was at Wilberforce and that was the decision maker.

3. What is the story of your "experience" at Your HBCU given its heralded status as a
stellar and prestigious institution?*
My HBCU gave me a phenomenal experience in growing up. I had a lot of painful experiences
there because I was finding my way as a woman. Most people do grow through pain but a lot mine
was because I didn’t count the cost before I made a lot of decisions. I do now.

4. "First time" experiences at your HBCU?*
N/A

5. Who are the professors that have impacted your life in and out of the classroom? How
did they do that?*
Even though WU is an HBCU and there were not a lot of non white students, the standard of the
professors who groomed us was no less than excellent. As I mentioned before, Dr. Johnson had us
carrying dictionaries to class because he wanted us to expand our vocabulary. Dr. Grisby took us
off the yard to visit the jail, stepping out of our comfort zones. Dr. Shittu made us write and
rewrite until she was satisfied with our work. Dr. Brailey encouraged us to find our word and
stand on it. All of these things are necessary to have in a diverse workplace. I have worked for
Allegheny County for the past 6 years and it is a requirement that I be able to connect with people
who are different from me in many capacities. Wilberforce taught me to know myself and not be



swayed by other’s opinions of me.

6. Best restaurants on/near campus? Best dishes?
Late nights to Taco Bell, Burger King and Perkins. At that time I ate everything with chicken and
cheese!

7. College crush?
I can’t tell you. ????
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