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1. Where are you from? Who introduced you to HBCUs?*
I am from Milwaukee, WI and my cousin Tierra Smith (GSU Alumni) introduced me to HBCUs but
my bestfriend Star’Tyana Carter encouraged me to attend an HBCU.



2. Why did you choose an HBCU over a pwi?*
I chose an HBCU over a pwi, because I’ve always wanted the college experience like the movies.
Such as Drum Line, I’ve always pictured college as sororities and fraternities, nonstop partying,
endless memories. Attending Grambling unfortunately but fortunately I’ve experienced all of those



things and more! Grambling has opened so many doors for me and has exposed me to so many life
changing opportunities! If I hadn’t chose Grambling I don’t know where I’d be today from the
faculty to my peers, everyone has made this experience more than memorable.

3. What is the story of your "experience" at Your HBCU given its heralded status as a
stellar and prestigious institution?*
My first experience of my HBCU was seeing my cousin pledge Delta Sigma Theta at Grambling in
2014. I seen how happy it made her to be in a sisterhood, and be active on campus that I knew I
had to be just like her when I became older. Not only was she an active member of Delta Sigma
Theta she also was the Editor in Chief of the Gramblinite! She set the bar high and she made my
first overall experience amazing and I knew there was no other HBCU for me!

4. "First time" experiences at your HBCU?*
A few first time a experiences from Grambling from what I could remember, when I first got to
Grambling 65% of the people were rude will the other 35% were very friendly and made me feel
welcomed. It was many people who were stubborn and stuck in their ways and by me being from
Wisconsin I didn’t understand a lot I felt rejected and pushed away because the people around me
weren’t the same as me. It took me awhile to adjust, I wanted to just give up until I met Jimmitriv
Roberson, who was FSUB president at the time. Upon meeting Jimmi, I explained to her that I
wanted to drop out and leave Grambling and attend school back home because I felt that
Grambling was a scam. Jimmi talked me into joining SGA and FSUB where eventually I found me a
“school family” and they have had my back every since. I thank my GramFam because I feel like
we are each other’s family away from real family.

5. Who are the professors that have impacted your life in and out of the classroom? How
did they do that?*
I have two professors who push me to my fullest potential and genuinely want to see me succeed,
which are Ms. Ghongkedze and Dr. Tracy. Both teachers always worked with me when they see I
started slipping or became less focused than normal. They didn’t chastise or judge me right away
they asked what was wrong or what had been going on what could they do to fix it. Many
professors wouldn’t care about what you have going on, most only care about if their assignment
was turned in. I appreciate them for that because most students aren’t lucky enough to get not
one but two professors who actually love them and cares about their education.



6. How are you positively active on campus? (e.g. clubs, SGA, etc.)
I am positively active on campus by being a member of the Student Government Association, a
member of the Favrot Student Union Board, a member of Kappa Delta Pi as well as Miss Kappa
Delta Pi, and I am the founder and president of the Grambling State University women's



empowerment group!
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