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Name : Omari Neal

Your HBCU : Tuskegee University
Graduation Year : 2020

Major : Communications

Minor : Business

1. Where are you from? Who introduced you to HBCUs?*

[ am a native of Tuskegee, Alabama, Tuskegee is a historic city located in the central region of the
state approximately 40 miles from the state capital Montgomery, Alabama. Tuskegee is a small
town with such a rich history. From Booker T. Washington, George Washington Carver to the
Tuskegee Airmen, Tuskegee is replete with people and events that have made a tremendous global
impact. I grew up with the exposure of understanding and appreciating HBCUs. Most of my family
have attended HBCUs and have instilled the importance of having the HBCU experience with their
children.
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This summer I had the opportunity to be a Congressional Intern for New Jersey Senator Cory
Booker. Thank you Mother Tuskegee for allowing me to have this wonderful experience!

2. Why did you choose an HBCU over a pwi?*

I saw first hand how an HBCU could affect someone's life. Since I've been born I have never
missed a Tuskegee Homecoming it was great to hear the stories my parent's friends told, to see
the excitement during the game, and to learn about people who look like me that are impacting
the world in such a broad spectrum. I knew that an HBCU would be able to give me the nurturing
guidance that I longed for as I furthered my education and help as I grow into the woman I hope
to be. HBCU faculty and staff genuinely have an invested interest in molding their students to
become the best in all aspects of life because they understand what we will have to face after we
graduate.

3. What is the story of your "experience" at Your HBCU given its heralded status as a
stellar and prestigious institution?*

Since Tuskegee is home, I was very anxious in knowing how it feels to be a student at the
University I passed by every day. Tuskegee was my college choice because once you've been
exposed to the Tuskegee spirit, it's hard to find that anywhere else. From the joy students and
alumni receive from being under the shed to the George Washington Carver Festival where we
celebrate the life of The World Renowned Scientist, and Inventor George Washington Carver,
Tuskegee has and continues to impact the lives of others. I have met my closest friends and have
built connections that will last a lifetime. I am forever grateful for what mother Tuskegee has done



for me and what I will be able to do for her.

4. "First time" experiences at your HBCU?*

My freshman & sophomore year I was able to be a part of The Tuskegee University Golden Voices
Concert Choir. Each spring break the choir goes on tour where we travel to several states and
even travel abroad. My sophomore year we went to Canada where we spent an ample amount of
time exploring Canada as we sang in different cities. We had an opportunity to connect with
Alumni that have been in our shoes and that have continued to support the choir because of the
mark Tuskegee has left in their lives. It was momentous, and I will never forget.

5. Who are the professors that have impacted your life in and out of the classroom? How
did they do that?*

"Teaching is a very noble profession that shapes the character, caliber, and future of an
individual." Dr. Ankumah has impacted my life in such a positive way she makes sure [ am
informed on any opportunities that are related to my major and also calls to receive updates on
how my classes are going. Anytime I need advice concerning school she has been there. I am
thankful to have her in my life.
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