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1. Where are you from? Who introduced you to HBCUs?*
I’m from Mobile, Alabama. Both of my parents and most of my cousins are graduates of HBCUs.
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2. Why did you choose an HBCU over a pwi?*
I chose Tuskegee initially because my parents exposed me to Tuskegee at an early age. Tuskegee
and other HBCUs were all I really knew.

3. What is the story of your "experience" at Your HBCU given its heralded status as a
stellar and prestigious institution?*
My Tuskegee experience is something that I wouldn’t trade for anything. Everything I’ve done, I
would do it over the exact same way. I came to Tuskegee in the Fall of 2009 as a history major,
unsure exactly of what I could accomplish at a school known mostly for it’s engineers and science
majors. While here I’ve conducted several Oral History Interview projects that have been funded
by the University. I’ve presented my research on engaging HBCU students at the 2012 HBCU
Library/Archives Alliance Conference in New Orleans (the trip itself was financed by the
Conference and was my first ever trip to New Orleans). I’ve represented my University as a
student researcher at the Image Permanence Institute at the University of Delaware along with
several other HBCU students. I’ve been a member and am now the Captain of my University’s
Honda Campus All Star Challenge Team (Quizbowl), I won the nationally televised 2012 Ford
Black College Quiz Show National Championship (on Facebook) along with the $5000 scholarship
grand prize. For these two scholastic bowl accomplishments I’ve appeared in the USA Today and
Washington Post Newspapers. I have also been appointed to serve on the University wide Judicial
Hearing Board and Academic Integrity Board as well. My experience is proof that anyone that is
determined to make a difference can, if given the opportunity, and I strongly believe that
Tuskegee and other HBCUs do just that.
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4. "First time" experiences at your HBCU?*



N/A

5. Who are the professors that have impacted your life in and out of the classroom? How
did they do that?*
One of my earliest and strongest advisers, professors, advocates, and mentors is Dr. Clyde
Robertson. He is an associate professor of History and also the product of a Howard and Clark
Atlanta education. From my earliest days at TU he was the first professor from the history
department that I met when I was still trying to get to know people. From the first course I took
with him which was a course called “Martin and Malcolm: An advanced study on the two
vanguards of the American Civil Rights era” he was able to identify that I had potential that
needed developing. He pushed and challenged me intellectually and academically. He helped me
obtain a position with the National Park Service as a summer intern. He and I have worked closely
together on several Oral History research projects and have presented our research at various
conferences in the area and nationally. From my time working with Dr. Robertson the most
impressing thing I can say about him is that he’s driven by integrity and believes in bringing out
the best in the students he takes an interest in. He will always work to push you closer to your
potential. He also is not afraid of being tough on me as well. On several occasions when my
performance has slacked or my focus is lost he’ll invite me to his office for our as he calls them
“Come to Jesus Meetings.” In essence he pulls me aside and reminds me why I’m in college, what
is at stake, and how I’m better than I realize. For a professor to care that much when they don’t
necessarily have to is a powerful thing. He told me that he does what he does for me because he
hopes that someone is doing the same for his own son (who is my same age) at Southern
University.

6. What sports do/did you play at your HBCU? What positions?
N/A

7.
N/A

8. What sports and/or extra curricular activities did you do in High School? And why?
N/A

9. Best restaurants on/near campus? Best dishes?
Tiger Pause is a pretty good spot, they serve coffee and sandwiches and stuff. Cornbread Fred’s
has some pretty good ribs. The World Famous Chicken Coop though is the place you’ll definitely
want to try, it’s a soul food place that’s open 24/7.

10. College crush?
I dated a little bit while I was in school, but didn’t want to let that distract me too much.



11. Who invited you to interview with us?
N/A

12. Your wildest moment at college?
N/A

13. What is your funniest college story? (everyone has one lol)
N/A
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