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1. Where are you from? Who introduced you to HBCUs?*
I am from Raleigh, North Carolina.

2. Why did you choose an HBCU over a pwi?*
Honestly, At this time in my life I was simply trying to get into college. I took a year off after
graduating from High School then I decided to further my education. I was accepted at St.
Augustine's University where I received my Bachelor's Degree. Afterwards, I worked and gained
experience for about 4 years. Then I decided to pursue my Master's in Computer Science from
North Carolina A&T State University. Of course, I decided to attend an HBCU again because my
experience at St. Aug was nothing short of amazing. So I just knew attending A&T would just add
on to the HBCU experience already gained.

3. What is the story of your "experience" at Your HBCU given its heralded status as a
stellar and prestigious institution?*
My experience at St. Aug and North Carolina A&T was absolutely amazing. I gained lifelong
friends, I pledged the best Sorority, (Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc) I grew my network, and
most importantly I found out who I was. I took many losses but with my support system, I was able
to regroup, refocus and ultimately come out on top. I learned a lot of things that I don't think a
predominantly white institution would've been able to teach me. There's no experience as great as
the HBCU experience!

4. "First time" experiences at your HBCU?*
A "First time" experience for me was simply learning the "culture" of my institution. Everywhere
you go happens to have a culture whether it's a job, a university or a neighborhood. For me, I
needed to learn the culture of the school before I could even find my place on the yard. Just
learning simple things like, Don't walk on Greek plots, celebrate certain traditions, Fried chicken
friday's, Homecoming Do's & Dont's, etc. That was a first time experience for me because in high
school we focus so much on fitting in but when in college it's really about being your most
authentic self and knowing who you really are. It was really like I was finding myself all over again



and experiencing a new Erica all over again.

5. Who are the professors that have impacted your life in and out of the classroom? How
did they do that?*
Dr. Bryant from North Carolina A&T and Professor Njai from St. Augustine's University. Dr.
Bryant pushed me in a way that I hadn't been pushed before by a professor. Dr. Bryant is the sole
reason I made it out of the Computer Science Department. He saw something in me that I didn't
see in myself. Professor Njai was just a good person all around. When I fell off track, he had his
sayings that would pull me back up. And for that I'm truly grateful for.
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