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1. Where are you from? Who introduced you to HBCUs?*
I am a native San Diegan (California), with the southernmost heart. I was introduced to HBCUs,
more specifically my alma mater, in the 7th grade at Lemon Grove Middle School. In our AVID
class, we were assigned to complete a higher education research project based off of our interests.
A classmate began telling me about Clark University, this black school in Georgia. After finding
another Clark University, we searched also using 'black' and there she was THEE Clark Atlanta
University. I instantly grew a love for CAU as their Mass Media Arts program was one of the top
amongst HBCUs and I was interested in journalism. Although I did not go on to major in that field,
I never took my eye off the prize of being a Panther. I realized that I had unknowingly been
exposed to HBCUs as I had relatives that graduated from Grambling & Jackson State Universities
and Bethune-Cookman College (now University).
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2. Why did you choose an HBCU over a pwi?*
Being raised in SoCal we are overly exposed to Cal States and UCs. I knew I would not end up at
one of those institutions first and foremost because I did not want to stay home. After learning
about CAU and other HBCUs, although I did NOT want to apply anywhere else (I KNEW I was
destined to be a Panther), I did and it was to all HBCUs except to a private institution that had
already accepted me. My overall choice came from wanting to channel my southernmost heart and
be around like-minded young adults that looked like me. Also knowing that HBCUs are apart of
OUR history and it is ultimately up to US to keep these jewels alive.

3. What is the story of your "experience" at Your HBCU given its heralded status as a
stellar and prestigious institution?*
EPIC - Exceptional, Prestige, Inspiring, and Colorful Anyone that has been to an HBCU can say
that it is one of a kind, but I am known to say CAU is the best of the best! My experience at CAU
was EXCEPTIONAL on so many levels; the concern and love from professors, the family
atmosphere, homecoming and we cannot not talk about the food! CAU is PRESTIGE from its
history. Although a fairly 'young' institution, we come from the rich histories of Clark College, the
first four-year liberal arts college serving a large population of African-Americans and Atlanta



University, the first to award graduate degrees to African-Americans. I am proud to be an alumna
of prestige and excellence. I was INSPIRED at 12 to become a Panther and did not stop until I
completed my matriculation on July 29, 2008. What some do not understand is the buck does NOT
stop from there, it merely touches the surface of its beginning. Upon leaving the promenade and
halls of CAU, I took the badge of honor of being an alumna of such an illustrious institution. I
further was inspired to not only give back through assisting with recruitment of the finest students
to attend CAU, but stress the emphasis of recruitment in the San Diego area. I also am a charter
member and president of Clark Atlanta University Alumni Association, Inc. San Diego County
Chapter, proud Life Member and serving my second year on the Homecoming Committee. My
CAU experience was COLORFUL. YES, HBCUs are of predominantly black population, but the
greatest part of it all is the diversity within our own culture. I met some of the coolest people that
I consider dear friends and family and I would not have met them unless I went to CAU.

4. "First time" experiences at your HBCU?*
I had a lot of first time experiences while at my HBCU. CAU was the first time I had been around
so many beautiful black people (that were not relatives) in my life! I come from a city where we
are 5%, my high school class of almost 1,000 there were only 33 graduates that looked like me;
although overwhelming at first, it was an experience I will forever cherish. My first time in the
state of Georgia and city of Atlanta was to attend CAU. I also had my first real date while in
undergrad.

5. Who are the professors that have impacted your life in and out of the classroom? How
did they do that?*
Dr. Betty Clark - My semester at CAU, I fell short of everything I was suppose to accomplish. Out
of all my professors, Dr. Clark stuck by my side and pushed me to leave the obstacles behind and
press forward. After a self-inflicted, challenging semester, I followed with being recognized on the
Dean's List. Ms. Tamalyn Peterson - In Ms. Peterson's class you HAD to excel and be the best you.
She did not tolerate anyone sitting in the back rows and often said that our ancestors fought and
marched for years so that we could be at the forefront. This is my attitude in life, I refuse to be in
the back or last place. I am the first to sit in the front during a class, meeting, conference, etc. and
am quick to demand the best. Mr. Darryl Ledbetter, Esq. - My last full semester at CAU, I was
blessed to be in the company of DLed! I loved his Entertainment Law class and I learned so much
from him that I still remember to date. To date I can still call on DLed to get words of wisdom and
sound advice from.

With President Ronald A. Johnson & FIrst Lady Irene Oakley-Johnson at the chartering of CAUAA,
Inc. San Diego County Chapter
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